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Derecho indiano, Spanish colonial law, has been a vigorous 

subdiscipline of legal history since the early twentieth century. 

In 1997, Argentinian legal historian Víctor Tau Anzoátegui pub-

lished his Nuevos horizontes en el estudio histórico del dere-

cho indiano in which he draws attention to some perspectives 

on the derecho indiano that hitherto had received hardly any 

attention. Since his remarks, 20 years have passed. What has 

been achieved since then? What are the challenges today? In 

this volume, scholars from different parts of the Western World 

approach Spanish colonial law and give answers to some of the 

current challenges.
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Global Perspectives on Legal History is a book series  

edited and published by the Max Planck Institute for 

European Legal History, Frankfurt am Main, Germany. 

It includes monographs, editions of sources, and colla-

borative works. All titles in the series are available both 

as premium print-on-demand and in the open-access 

format.
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